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Al Hull Artist Research Initiative

Encouraging Experimentation and Engagement

Jessie Davies
Wetland Paintings

An exhibition of recent paintings inspired by local wetlands
'in conversation' with the work of AiR Lauren Saunders and other artists
whose work explores the RE/LOCATE themes from different perspectives

HARI: 47 King Edward Street, Hull City Centre, HU1 3RW
www.hullartistresearch.wixsite.com/hari @hari_artsresearch
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A City Council we support artists

Jessie Davies

Jessie Davies is an artist whose work highlights important but fragile wetland
environments which play a vital role in our wider ecosystems and references
the impact of global climate change on fragile ecologies.

Protection, awareness, revival, and renewal are key themes that flow through
Davies’ practice. Davies has a first-class BA Hons degree in Fine Art from
Hull School of Art and Design, graduating in 2020. Over the last few years,
she has explored and researched — within her limits of her lived experience
with disability — the damage to local Lincolnshire environments. Her recent
work focuses on two freshwater reedbeds on the Humber estuary which have
been restored following saline incursion during tidal floods.

Davies creates paintings by immersing herself amongst the reeds and foliage
of this terrain, whilst extensively researching these specific habitats. Living
with multiple disabilities, Davies’ access to and view of the rural environment
is from a particular angle. The artist is autistic and spends her life in a
wheelchair. Her low viewing position, sitting amongst the reeds, and her
acute critique of a multiplicity of power dynamics, result in an acute
observation of those small, overlooked objects which nestle in the landscape
expressing clashes of human activity and nature’s resilience.

Working with acrylic and mixed media, the artist often incorporates discarded
objects and materials found in the reedbeds, referencing the re-use of
unwanted and disregarded objects. Her works address timely and important
conversations concerning the impact of floods and the climate crisis.
Through drawing and painting, Davies brings attention and a renewed
awareness to the importance of local wetland habitats and their key role as a
climate buffer. These habitats are often overlooked and their vital role,
supporting climate protection through their ability to filter, cleanse and renew
polluted water, has been disregarded. Davies’ work addresses their
significance for our times.

www.jessiedaviesart.co.uk
@jessie_davies_art
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about Wetlands:

Vital global freshwater habitats have reduced by half this century and are further
threatened by sea level rise, climate change and pollution. Freshwater habitats
along the Humber including Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust’s Far Ings National Nature
Reserve could become unsuitable for some rare species if regularly inundated
with brackish water from the estuary. It will also be more difficult to maintain
favourable habitat conditions if climate change leads to large fluctuations in
rainfall between summer and winter. Staff and volunteers are dedicated to
maintaining and improving the wetlands along the Humber for rare birds such as
the Bittern and Marsh Harrier as well as many other birds, animals, invertebrates
and plants that live and breed there. For more information about visiting the
wetlands that inspired this exhibition or to support the work of the Lincolnshire
Wildlife Trust visit the Trust’s website or contact the team at Far Ings visitor and
education centre.

Leannne Smart, Education Officer, Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust

www.lincstrust.org.uk
@lincswildlifetrust

learn more

about Wetland Habitats

find free stuff to

make and do

for ideas about how to

create your own artwork

from the environment around you:

[Video produced by Jessie, for Ferens Art Gallery, Big Draw project]
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Exhibiting Artist 10th August-15th October 2022

Paintings at HARI
The pictures displayed will change as RE/LOCATE develops

- Climate Change - Estuary Influx, 120cm x 90cm, acrylic and mixed media on board
- Climate Change - Construction - destruction, 120cm x 90cm, acrylic and mixed media on board
- Climate Change - Estuary Debris, 120cm x 90cm, acrylic and mixed media on board
- Reeds 18, 50cm x 50cm, acrylic on canvas

- Reeds 11, 50cm x 50cm, acrylic on canvas

- Reeds 25, 50cm x 50cm, acrylic on canvas

- Reeds 13, 50cm x 50cm, acrylic on canvas

- Reeds 02, 50cm x 50cm, acrylic on canvas

- Reeds 22, 50cm x 50cm, acrylic on canvas

- Reeds 03, 50cm x 50cm, acrylic on canvas

- Reeds 23, 50cm x 50cm, acrylic on canvas

- Estuary 06, 61cm x46cm, acrylic and mixed media on canvas

- Estuary 05, 61cm x46cm, acrylic and mixed media on canvas

- Estuary 04, 61cm x46cm, acrylic and mixed media on canvas

- Estuary Plastic, 61cm x 46¢cm, acrylic on canvas




